VOTING IN VIRGINIA

This document provides relevant information on voting options in
Virginia and is a compilation of information from official
government agency’s sites. While not exhaustive, it should answer
most questions and concerns relating to when, where and how to
vote in Virginia this year.

Submitted by the Commission on Civic and Social Actions of the
Northern Virginia Baptist Association, Inc.



VOTING IN VIRGINIA
ABSENTEE AND EARLY VOTING

EARLY VOTING IN-PERSON

You can vote early at your local registrar’s office beginning 45 days before Election Day
and ending the Saturday before Election Day. Before visiting your local registrar’s
office, you may wish to check your registration status or call your registrar’s office. You
can find your registrar’s phone number here. To vote early in-person, do the following:

o Starting 45 days before Election Day, visit your local registrar’s office or a satellite
voting location in your county or city to vote early. Remember, the Saturday before
Election Day is the last day to vote early.

e You do not have to have a reason or fill out an application to vote early.

o At the registrar’s office or satellite voting location, you must provide your name and
address and show an acceptable form of ID or sign an ID Confirmation Statement. To
view a complete list of acceptable IDs, please visit our VVoting In-Person page. If
acceptable identification is not provided, you must sign an ID Confirmation Statement or
a provisional ballot will be offered and you are allowed until the Friday at noon following
the election to provide a copy of acceptable identification to the electoral board or sign
an ID Confirmation Statement. Provisional voters receive a notice to remind them of the
deadline and right to attend the electoral board meeting.

e Accessible equipment and/or curbside voting is available upon request.

APPLYING TO VOTE ABSENTEE BY MAIL

e Apply online to vote by mail
o All PAPER absentee application forms can be found on our Voter Forms page >>>
« Military and overseas voters can find specific information regarding absentee voting on
our Military and Overseas page.
After applying, you can check to see if your absentee application was received, and
whether your ballot was sent and received by going to our Citizen Portal.
YOU CAN ALSO SUBMIT YOUR “VOTE BY MAIL” APPLICATION FORM

BY MAIL, FAX, OR EMAIL

« Download and complete the VVote by Mail Application Form (En Espafiol) (Tiéng Viét)
(3t =0))

e Return the completed and signed form to your local registrar’s office by mail, fax, or
scanned attachment to an email. Contact information for your local general registrar’s
office is available using our online lookup tool.

o After the registrar processes your application, you will receive your ballot in the
mail. Please note: ballots can be mailed out to applicants starting 45 days prior to the
relevant election date.

o Carefully review the instructions to complete and return your ballot to your local registrar
by 7:00 p.m. on Election Day. If you are returning your ballot by-mail, it must be
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postmarked on or before Election Day and received by your registrar by noon on the third
day after the election.

e In state elections only some first-time voters who registered by mail may vote
absentee by mail only under certain circumstances. See the section below “If it is
your first time voting in your county or city” for more information.

o For federal elections see section below “Special Federal ID Requirements for
Certain First Time Absentee By Mail Voters.”

IF IT IS YOUR FIRST TIME VOTING IN YOUR COUNTY OR CITY

In state and local elections, some first-time voters cannot vote absentee by mail. If you
registered to vote by mailing in your voter registration application, and it is your first time
voting in your locality, you cannot vote by mail in a state or local election unless you
meet one of the following conditions:
e You are a student attending college/university outside of your city/county of residence in
Virginia
e You have a disability or illness that prevents you from voting in person
e You are pregnant
e You are confined awaiting trial or you are confined following conviction for a
misdemeanor
e You are active duty merchant marine or in the armed forces or a spouse or dependent of
an active duty service member
e You are temporarily residing outside of the United States
e You have moved to another state less than thirty days before a Presidential election and
you are requesting a ballot for Presidential and Vice-Presidential electors only
e You are age 65 or older
Check with your local General Registrar to confirm your eligibility to vote absentee by
mail. Special federal ID requirements apply to certain first-time voters.

SPECIAL FEDERAL ID REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTAIN FIRST TIME ABSENTEE
BY MAIL VOTERS

For persons who registered to vote in Virginia by mail, federal law requires them to
show identification (ID) when voting for the first time in a federal election if they did not
send a copy of one of these IDs with their voter registration applications. Recent
legislation has eliminated the differences in acceptable identification for in-person
voting. Therefore, the special federal ID requirements only apply to certain absentee
voters by mail who will be notified by a notice explaining the requirements sent with their
absentee ballot. Voters who receive a notice about this special requirements need to
include a copy of any of the following types of ID with the voted ballot:

1. A current and valid photo ID (for example a driver’s license);

2. oracurrent utility bill, bank statement, government check or paycheck that shows name
and address;

3. or another government document that shows name and address (for example a voter
card). If the voter returns an absentee ballot by mail without a copy of one of these forms
of ID, the absentee ballot will be treated as a provisional ballot and counted only if the
voter provides a copy of ID to the electoral board by the deadline applicable to all voters.




If the voter returns an absentee ballot by mail without a copy of one of these forms of
ID, the absentee ballot will be treated as a provisional ballot and counted only if the
voter provides a copy of ID to the electoral board by the deadline applicable to all

voters.

EMERGENCY ABSENTEE VOTING
There are two basic types of emergency absentee voting with different procedures for
each:
1. You may cast an emergency absentee ballot if you were unable to meet the “vote by
mail” application deadline for any of the following reasons (Va. Code § 24.2-705):
e Your hospitalization or illness;
o The hospitalization, illness, or death of a spouse, child, or parent; or
« Other emergency found to justify receipt of an emergency absentee ballot
VOTER REQUIREMENTS
e You may request to vote emergency absentee at any time prior to 2:00 pm on the day
preceding the election
« If you are approved for an emergency ballot, your general registrar shall provide the
absentee ballot to your designated representative for delivery to you
« You shall mark the ballot in the presence of your designated representative
o The ballot shall be counted only if the ballot is received by the general registrar prior to
the close of polls
2. (For certain voters) You Change Plans After Noon Saturday (Va. Code § 24.2-705.1)
ELIGIBILITY
e You must be either an officer of election who was assigned after 12:00 pm on the
Saturday before the election to work in a precinct other than his own; or
« You had an obligation arise after 12:00 pm on the Saturday before the election due either
to; 1) your business, profession, or occupation; 2) the hospitalization of you or a member
of your immediate family; or 3) the death of a member of your immediate family
VOTER REQUIREMENTS
o Apply and vote in person by 2:00 p.m. on the day preceding the election
o Emergency Absentee Ballot Application — Travel (.doc)
o Emergency Absentee Ballot Application — Hospitalized or Otherwise Incapacitated
Voter (.doc)


https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title24.2/chapter7/section24.2-705/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title24.2/chapter7/section24.2-705.1/
https://www.elections.virginia.gov/media/formswarehouse/absentee-voting/emergency/Emergency-AB-App_Travel-Cream-SBE-705.1-705.2.doc
https://www.elections.virginia.gov/media/formswarehouse/absentee-voting/emergency/Emergency-AB-App_Hospitalized_Incapacity-Green-SBE-705.doc
https://www.elections.virginia.gov/media/formswarehouse/absentee-voting/emergency/Emergency-AB-App_Hospitalized_Incapacity-Green-SBE-705.doc
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Accessible Voting
ACCESSIBLE VOTER REGISTRATION

1. Any person, regardless of their disability status, has the right to register to vote at
any office or agency that provides such a service.

2. A person with cognitive disabilities can be eligible to register and vote if not
adjudicated mentally incapacitated by a court of law.

You can register to vote:

e Online at the citizen portal

e By mail. Download forms >>>

e At your local voter registration office, which can accommodate special
needs: elections.virginia.gov/LocalGR

e At public libraries, Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles, and certain state/local offices such as
the Department of Health (VDH), Department of Social Services (DSS), Department of
Behavioral Health & Developmental Services (DBHDS), Department for Aging and
Rehabilitative Services (DARS), Department for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (VDDHH), and
the Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired (DBVI)

Accessible Voting Options

o Vote absentee by mail
o \ote absentee in person
e Curbside voting
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Accessible Polling Places

There is at least one voting machine accessible to voters with disabilities at each polling
place. Voters with a disability should be able to vote in the same private and
independent manner as a voter without a disability.

Virginia polling places, including early voting locations, meet state and federal
accessibility standards. You can find:

Accessible parking spaces

Curbside - where needed

Signs showing an accessible entrance and route in building
Accessible voting booth with chair

Seating available for voters waiting to vote

Sufficient space for voters in wheelchairs

Notepads available to communicate in writing

Magnifier for election material and the ballot

Curbside voting and other assistance is available

If you require assistance in reading or completing forms, please ask an election official
to provide help. You may also bring your own helper. If you have a physical disability,
help is available. Please ask an election officer for assistance you may need at any
stage of the voting process.

If you are 65 or older, or have a physical disability, you may vote on Election Day
without leaving your vehicle. This is called curbside voting. If you would like to use
curbside voting, remember to bring a helper with you who can enter the polling place to
ask an election officer for curbside assistance.

Remember, if you have questions, ask an election officer to explain your rights.

Questions?

e Contact your local voter registration office: elections.virginia.gov/LocalGR

e Contact the Virginia Department of Elections at (800) 552-9745 or info@elections.virginia.gov

e TTY Phone Access for Hearing Impaired: Contact Virginia Relay Service at 711 and ask them to
call the Virginia Department of Elections at (800) 552-9745 or your local voter registration
office: elections.virginia.gov/LocalGR

Concerned that your rights to accessible voting/registration have been violated?

e  Submit your complaint here: Voter Complaints or
o Contact your local voter registration office or electoral board: elections.virginia.gov/LocalGR or
e Contact the Accessibility Coordinator at the Department of Elections:
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Email: info@elections.virginia.gov
Telephone: (800) 552-9745 or
TYY 711

NEW VIRGINIA MAJORITY

DemocreAcy, Justice. Proaress.

HOW TO VOTE

VOTER REGISTRATION: If you’re already registered to vote, double-check to make sure that all
your information is accurate. If you’re not already registered, you can register online until October
13.

REGISTER TO VOTE

PHOTO ID: As of July 1 2020, You DO NOT need a photo ID to vote in Virginia. You will need to
show one form of identification, including any government document that shows your name and
address, or a bank statement, utility bill, or paycheck. Click here for a full list of acceptable 1Ds.

You can still vote if you get to your polling place without acceptable ID. You can sign an ID
statement affirming your identity and you will be able to vote with a regular ballot.

When/Where to vote:
ELECTION DAY is Tuesday, November 3, 2020. Polling places are open from 6:00 a.m. to 7:00

p.m. on Election Day. Click here to look up your polling place. Anyone in line at 7:00 p.m. will
be allowed to vote.

LOOK UP POLLING PLACE

ABSENTEE VOTING: As of July 1 2020, any Virginia voter may vote absentee in-person or by
mail without an excuse.
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IN-PERSON EARLY VOTING: You can vote early at your local registrar’s office or at a satellite
voting location beginning 45 days before Election Day and ending the Saturday before Election Day.

VOTE BY MAIL: You can request your ballot be mailed to you. Absentee ballots are mailed out 45
days before the election. The deadline to request an absentee ballot to be mailed to you is 5pm on

October 23. Request your absentee ballot here.



