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INTRODUCTION
The issue of Human Trafficking often brings to mind young girls or women being
transported around the world to perform sexual services – often against their wills. While
this aspect is most unsettling and, indeed, abhorrent – we must remind ourselves that
human trafficking is not limited this sad activity. There are numerous other areas which
qualify as Human Trafficking. This executive summary will highlight some of these areas
and will provide insights which can be developed as we work to coordinate with numerous
organizations who are working to combat this curse on humanity.

Human Trafficking
Trafficking in persons is a serious crime and a grave violation of human rights. Every year,
thousands of men, women and children fall into the hands of traffickers, in their own countries and
abroad. Almost every country in the world is affected by trafficking, whether as a country of origin,
transit or destination for victims. UNODC, as guardian of the United Nations Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime (UNTOC) and the Protocols thereto, assists States in their efforts
to implement the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons (Trafficking in
Persons Protocol).

What is Human Trafficking?
Article 3, paragraph (a) of the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons
defines Trafficking in Persons as the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt
of persons, by means of the threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of
fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or
receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over another
person, for the purpose of exploitation. Exploitation shall include, at a minimum, the exploitation
of the prostitution of others or other forms of sexual exploitation, forced labour or services,
slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude or the removal of organs
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Elements of human trafficking

On the basis of the definition given in the Trafficking in Persons Protocol, it is evident that
trafficking in persons has three constituent elements;
The Act (What is done)
Recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of persons
The Means (How it is done)
Threat or use of force, coercion, abduction, fraud, deception, abuse of power or vulnerability, or
giving payments or benefits to a person in control of the victim
The Purpose (Why it is done)
For the purpose of exploitation, which includes exploiting the prostitution of others, sexual
exploitation, forced labour, slavery or similar practices and the removal of organs. To ascertain
whether a particular circumstance constitutes trafficking in persons, consider the definition of
trafficking in the Trafficking in Persons Protocol and the constituent elements of the offense, as
defined by relevant domestic legislation.

Criminalization of human trafficking
The definition contained in article 3 of the Trafficking in Persons Protocol is meant to provide
consistency and consensus around the world on the phenomenon of trafficking in persons. Article
5 therefore requires that the conduct set out in article 3 be criminalized in domestic legislation.
Domestic legislation does not need to follow the language of the Trafficking in Persons Protocol
precisely, but should be adapted in accordance with domestic legal systems to give effect to the
concepts contained in the Protocol. In addition to the criminalization of trafficking, the Trafficking
in Persons Protocol requires criminalization also of:
mmit a trafficking offence
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National legislation should adopt the broad definition of trafficking prescribed in the Protocol. The
legislative definition should be dynamic and flexible so as to empower the legislative framework
to respond effectively to trafficking which:
-border)
exploitation)

UNODC's Response to Human Trafficking
UNODC offers practical help to States, not only helping to draft laws and create comprehensive
national anti-trafficking strategies but also assisting with resources to implement them. States
receive specialized assistance including the development of local capacity and expertise, as well
as practical tools to encourage cross-border cooperation in investigations and prosecutions. The
adoption in 2000 by the United Nations General Assembly of the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress
and Punish Trafficking In Persons, Especially Women and Children marked a significant
milestone in international efforts to stop the trade in people. As the guardian of the Protocol,
UNODC addresses human trafficking issues through its Global Programme against Trafficking in
Persons. A vast majority of States have now signed and ratified the Protocol. But translating it into
reality remains problematic. Very few criminals are convicted and most victims are probably never
identified or assisted.
For an overview of UNODC's work in the human trafficking field and the real-life complexities
faced by people globally every day, please click on the following links:
Prevention of trafficking in persons
Protection of victims of human trafficking
Prosecution of trafficking offenders
Having worked on these issues since the late 1990s, UNODC has issued a comprehensive
strategy setting out the complementary nature of UNODC's work in preventing and combating
both human trafficking and migrant smuggling, and defining the immediate priorities for
UNODC's future action and engagement on these crimes. The new strategy complements
UNODC's Thematic Programme Against Transnational Organized Crime And Illicit Trafficking
(2011-2013).
As the guardian of the Organized Crime Convention and its Protocols on Trafficking in Persons
and Smuggling of Migrants, UNODC plays a leading role in strengthening and coordinating the
criminal justice response to both human trafficking and smuggling of migrants.
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UNODC's strategic approach to combating trafficking in persons and the smuggling of migrants
is founded in the full and effective implementation of the Protocols, and can be best understood
as having three interdependent and complementary components:
(1) research and awareness raising;
(2) promotion of the Protocols and capacity-building; and,
(3) the strengthening of partnerships and coordination.
With regards to research and awareness-raising, UNODC will publish the next Global Report on
Trafficking in Persons in December 2012, and biennially thereafter. UNODC also produces
research and issue papers on trafficking in persons and migrant smuggling and engages in both
broad and targeted awareness-raising on these issues, notably through the Blue Heart Campaign
against Human Trafficking. UNODC's normative work on promoting the Protocols and capacitybuilding engages with Member States and working-level practitioners in providing legislative
assistance, strategic planning and policy development, technical assistance for strengthened
criminal justice responses, and protection and support to victims of trafficking in persons and
smuggled migrants. Finally, UNODC initiatives on strengthening partnerships and coordination
occur through its participation in inter-agency groups such as ICAT, UN.GIFT and GMG and its
management of the UN Trust Fund for Victims of Trafficking in Persons.
Copyright©2014 UNODC, All Rights Reserved, Legal Notice

HUMAN TRAFFICKING
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
Combating Human Trafficking
Human trafficking is a form of modern-day slavery, and involves the use of force, fraud, or
coercion to exploit human beings for some type of labor or commercial sex purpose. Every year,
millions of men, women, and children worldwide—including in the United States—are victims
of human trafficking. Victims are often lured with false promises of well-paying jobs or are
manipulated by people they trust, but instead are forced or coerced into prostitution, domestic
servitude, farm or factory labor, or other types of forced labor.
The U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) is responsible for investigating human
trafficking, arresting traffickers and protecting victims. DHS initiates hundreds of investigations
and makes numerous arrests every year, using a victim-centered approach. DHS also processes
immigration relief through Continued Presence (CP), T visas, and U visas to victims of human
trafficking and other designated crimes.
Blue Campaign
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In 2010, DHS launched theBlue Campaign, unifying the DHS components to more effectively
combat human trafficking through enhanced public awareness, training, victim assistance, and
law enforcement investigations. By expanding our collaboration within the department, as well
as among domestic and international governments, law enforcement, non-governmental
organizations, and the private sector, DHS is helping to protect victims from being trafficked
both within the United States and around the world.
Recognize the Indicators of Human Trafficking
Everyone has a role to play in combating human trafficking. Blue Campaign created a variety of
resources to inform people about the crime of human trafficking, how to report suspected cases
of human trafficking, and how to get involved in combating human trafficking.
Report Suspected Human Trafficking
Report suspected human trafficking activity to law enforcement (available 24/7, in over 300
languages and dialects at):
 Call 1-866-347-2423 (toll free)
 Call 1-802-872-6199 (non toll free international)
 Report online at www.ice.gov/tips
Call the National Human Trafficking Resource Center (NHTRC) at 1-888-3737-888 to get help
or connect with a service provider in your area. The NHTRC is not a law enforcement or
immigration authority and is operated by a nongovernmental organization.
For more information, please contact the Blue Campaign at bluecampaign@hq.dhs.gov.

6

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

HUMAN TRAFFICKING
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55 Little Known Facts About Human Trafficking
Approximately 75-80% of human trafficking is for sex.a
Researchers note that sex trafficking plays a major role in the spread of HIV.b
There are more human slaves in the world today than ever before in history.l
There are an estimated 27 million adults and 13 million children around the world
who are victims of human trafficking.l
5. Human trafficking not only involves sex and labor, but people are also trafficked for
organ harvesting.k
6. Human traffickers often use a Sudanese phrase “use a slave to catch slaves,”
meaning traffickers send “broken-in girls” to recruit younger girls into the sex trade.
Sex traffickers often train girls themselves, raping them and teaching them sex acts.l
7. Eighty percent of North Koreans who escape into China are women. Nine out of 10
of those women become victims of human trafficking, often for sex. If the women
complain, they are deported back to North Korea, where they are thrown into gulags
or are executed.
8. An estimated 30,000 victims of sex trafficking die each year from abuse, disease,
torture, and neglect. Eighty percent of those sold into sexual slavery are under 24,
and some are as young as six years old.j
9. Ludwig “Tarzan” Fainberg, a convicted trafficker, said, “You can buy a woman for
$10,000 and make your money back in a week if she is pretty and young. Then
everything else is profit.”l
10. A human trafficker can earn 20 times what he or she paid for a girl. Provided the girl
was not physically brutalized to the point of ruining her beauty, the pimp could sell
her again for a greater price because he had trained her and broken her spirit, which
saves future buyers the hassle. A 2003 study in the Netherlands found that, on
average, a single sex slave earned her pimp at least $250,000 a year.l
11. Although human trafficking is often a hidden crime and accurate statistics are
difficult to obtain, researchers estimate that more than 80% of trafficking victims are
female. Over 50% of human trafficking victims are children.l
12. The end of the Cold War has resulted in the growth of regional conflicts and the
decline of borders. Many rebel groups turn to human trafficking to fund military
actions and garner soldiers.k
13. According to a 2009 Washington Times article, the Taliban buys children as young
as seven years old to act as suicide bombers. The price for child suicide bombers is
between $7,000-$14,000.n
14. UNICEF estimates that 300,000 children younger than 18 are currently trafficked to
serve in armed conflicts worldwide.n
1.
2.
3.
4.

8

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

Pregnant women are increasingly being trafficked for their newborns
15. Human traffickers are increasingly trafficking pregnant women for their newborns.
Babies are sold on the black market, where the profit is divided between the
traffickers, doctors, lawyers, border officials, and others. The mother is usually paid
less than what is promised her, citing the cost of travel and creating false documents.
A mother might receive as little as a few hundred dollars for her baby.k
16. More than 30% of all trafficking cases in 2007-2008 involved children being sold
into the sex industry.o
17. The Western presence in Kosovo, such as NATO troops and civilians, have fueled
the rapid growth of sex trafficking and forced prostitution. Amnesty International has
reported that NATO soldiers, UN police, and Western aid workers “operated with
near impunity in exploiting the victims of the sex traffickers.”g
18. Lady Gaga’s “Bad Romance” video is about human trafficking. In the video, Gaga is
trafficked by a Russian bathhouse into sex slavery.f
19. Human trafficking is the only area of transnational crime in which women are
significantly represented—as victims, as perpetrators, and as activists fighting this
crime.a
20. Global warming and severe natural disasters have left millions homeless and
impoverished, which has created desperate people easily exploited by human
traffickers.k
21. Over 71% of trafficked children show suicidal tendencies.l
22. After sex, the most common form of human trafficking is forced labor. Researchers
argue that as the economic crisis deepens, the number of people trafficked for forced
labor will increase.k
23. Most human trafficking in the United States occurs in New York, California, and
Florida.l
24. According to United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), over the past 30 years,
over 30 million children have been sexually exploited through human trafficking.k
25. Several countries rank high as source countries for human trafficking, including
Belarus, the Republic of Moldova, the Russian Federation, Ukraine, Albania,
Bulgaria, Lithuania, Romania, China, Thailand, and Nigeria.l
26. Belgium, Germany, Greece, Israel, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, Thailand, Turkey,
and the U.S. are ranked very high as destination countries of trafficked victims.l
27. Women are trafficked to the U.S. largely to work in the sex industry (including strip
clubs, peep and touch shows, massage parlors that offer sexual services, and
prostitution). They are also trafficked to work in sweatshops, domestic servitude, and
agricultural work.l

Sex traffickers often use brutal violence to “condition” their victims
9
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28. Sex traffickers use a variety of ways to “condition” their victims, including
subjecting them to starvation, rape, gang rape, physical abuse, beating, confinement,
threats of violence toward the victim and victim’s family, forced drug use, and
shame.l
29. Family members will often sell children and other family members into slavery; the
younger the victim, the more money the trafficker receives. For example, a 10-yearold named Gita was sold into a brothel by her aunt. The now 22-year-old recalls that
when she refused to work, the older girls held her down and stuck a piece of cloth in
her mouth so no one would hear her scream as she was raped by a customer. She
would later contract HIV.l
30. Human trafficking is one of the fastest growing criminal enterprises because it holds
relatively low risk with high profit potential. Criminal organizations are increasingly
attracted to human trafficking because, unlike drugs, humans can be sold repeatedly.k
31. Human trafficking is estimated to surpass the drug trade in less than five years.
Journalist Victor Malarek reports that it is primarily men who are driving human
trafficking, specifically trafficking for sex.i
32. Victims of human trafficking suffer devastating physical and psychological harm.
However, due to language barriers, lack of knowledge about available services, and
the frequency with which traffickers move victims, human trafficking victims and
their perpetrators are difficult to catch.i
33. In approximately 54% of human trafficking cases, the recruiter is a stranger, and in
46% of the cases, the recruiters know the victim. Fifty-two percent of human
trafficking recruiters are men, 42% are women, and 6% are both men and women.d
34. Human trafficking around the globe is estimated to generate a profit of anywhere
from $9 billion to $31.6 billion. Half of these profits are made in industrialized
countries.d
35. Some human traffickers recruit handicapped young girls, such as those suffering
from Down Syndrome, into the sex industry.l
36. According to the FBI, a large human-trafficking organization in California in 2008
not only physically threatened and beat girls as young as 12 to work as prostitutes,
they also regularly threatened them with witchcraft.e
37. Human trafficking is a global phenomenon that is fueled by poverty and gender
discrimination.k
38. Human traffickers often work with corrupt government officials to obtain travel
documents and seize passports.i
39. Women and girls from racial minorities in the U.S. are disproportionately recruited
by sex traffickers in the U.S.l
40. The Sunday Telegraph in the U.K. reports that hundreds of children as young as six
are brought to the U.K. as slaves each year.m
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Japan is a major hub of sex trafficking
41. Japan is considered the largest market for Asian women trafficked for sex.i
42. Airports are often used by human traffickers to hold “slave auctions,” where women
and children are sold into prostitution.m
43. Due to globalization, every continent of the world has been involved in human
trafficking, including a country as small as Iceland.k
44. Many times, if a sex slave is arrested, she is imprisoned while her trafficker is able to
buy his way out of trouble.l
45. Today, slaves are cheaper than they have ever been in history. The population
explosion has created a great supply of workers, and globalization has created people
who are vulnerable and easily enslaved.l
46. Human trafficking and smuggling are similar but not interchangeable. Smuggling is
transportation based. Trafficking is exploitation based.l
47. Sex traffickers often recruit children because not only are children more
unsuspecting and vulnerable than adults, but there is also a high market demand for
young victims. Traffickers target victims on the telephone, on the Internet, through
friends, at the mall, and in after-school programs.o
48. Human trafficking has been reported in all 50 states, Washington, D.C., and in some
U.S. territories.e
49. The FBI estimates that over 100,000 children and young women are trafficked in
America today. They range in age from nine to 19, with the average being age 11.
Many victims are not just runaways or abandoned, but are from “good” families who
are coerced by clever traffickers.o
50. Brazil and Thailand are generally considered to have the worst child sex trafficking
records.k
51. The AIDS epidemic in Africa has left many children orphaned, making them
especially vulnerable to human trafficking.l
52. Nearly 7,000 Nepali girls as young as nine years old are sold every year into India’s
red-light district—or 200,000 in the last decade. Ten thousand children between the
ages of six and 14 are in Sri Lanka brothels.j
53. Human trafficking victims face physical risks, such as drug and alcohol addiction,
contracting STDs, sterility, miscarriages, forced abortions, vaginal and anal trauma,
among others. Psychological effects include developing clinical depression,
personality and dissociative disorders, suicidal tendencies, Post-Traumatic Stress
Syndrome, and Complex Post-Traumatic Stress Syndrome.l
54. The largest human trafficking case in recent U.S. history occurred in Hawaii in 2010.
Global Horizons Manpower, Inc., a labor-recruiting company, bought 400
immigrants in 2004 from Thailand to work on farms in Hawaii. They were lured with
false promises of high-paying farm work, but instead their passports were taken
away and they were held in forced servitude until they were rescued in 2010.c
55. According to the U.S. State Department, human trafficking is one of the greatest
human rights challenges of this century, both in the United States and around the
world.l
-- Posted January 2, 2011
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HUMAN TRAFFICKING
WIKIPEDIA
Definition[edit]
Although it can occur at local levels, human trafficking has transnational implications, as
recognized by the United Nations in the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in
Persons, especially Women and Children (also referred to as the Trafficking Protocol), an
international agreement under the UN Convention against Transnational Organized Crime
(CTOC) which entered into force on 25 December 2003. The protocol is one of three which
supplement the CTOC.[12] The Trafficking Protocol is the first global, legally binding instrument
on trafficking in over half a century, and the only one with an agreed-upon definition of
trafficking in persons. One of its purposes is to facilitate international cooperation in
investigating and prosecuting such trafficking. Another is to protect and assist human
trafficking's victims with full respect for their rights as established in the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights. The Trafficking Protocol, which now has 159 parties,[13] defines human
trafficking as:
(a) [...] the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of persons, by means of
threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the
abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of payments or
benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over another person, for the purpose of
exploitation. Exploitation shall include, at a minimum, the exploitation of the prostitution of
others or other forms of sexual exploitation, forced labour or services, slavery or practices
similar to slavery, servitude or the removal of organs;
(b) The consent of a victim of trafficking in persons to the intended exploitation set forth in
subparagraph (a) of this article shall be irrelevant where any of the means set forth in
subparagraph (a) have been used;
(c) The recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of a child for the purpose of
exploitation shall be considered “trafficking in persons” even if this does not involve any of the
means set forth in subparagraph (a) of this article;
(d) “Child” shall mean any person under eighteen years of age.[14]
Revenue[edit]
In 2004, the total annual revenue for trafficking in persons were estimated to be between USD$5
billion and $9 billion.[15]
In 2005, Patrick Belser of ILO estimated a global annual profit of $31.6 billion.[16] In 2008, the
United Nations estimated nearly 2.5 million people from 127 different countries are being
trafficked into 137 countries around the world.[17]
Usage of the term[edit]
Human trafficking differs from people smuggling, which involves a person voluntarily
requesting or hiring another individual to covertly transport them across an international border,
usually because the smuggled person would be denied entry into a country by legal channels.
Though illegal, there may be no deception or coercion involved. After entry into the country and
arrival at their ultimate destination, the smuggled person is usually free to find their own way.
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According to the International Centre for Migration Policy Development (ICMPD), people
smuggling is a crime against the State due to the violation of national immigration laws, and
does not require violations of the rights of the smuggled person. Human trafficking, on the other
hand, is a crime against a person because of the violation of the victim's rights through coercion
and exploitation.[18]
While smuggling requires travel, trafficking does not. Much of the confusion rests with the term
itself, as the word "trafficking" evokes the idea of transport or travel. However, unlike most
cases of people smuggling, victims of human trafficking are not permitted to leave upon arrival
at their destination. They are held against their will through acts of coercion, and forced to work
for or provide services to the trafficker or others. The work or services may include anything
from bonded or forced labor to commercial sexual exploitation.[1][2] The arrangement may be
structured as a work contract, but with no or low payment, or on terms which are highly
exploitative. Sometimes the arrangement is structured as debt bondage, with the victim not being
permitted or able to pay off the debt.
Bonded labor, or debt bondage, is probably the least known form of labor trafficking today, and
yet it is the most widely used method of enslaving people. Victims become "bonded" when their
labor is demanded as a means of repayment for a loan or service in which its terms and
conditions have not been defined or in which the value of the victims’ services is not applied
toward the liquidation of the debt. Generally, the value of their work is greater than the original
sum of money "borrowed."[19]
Forced labor is a situation in which victims are forced to work against their own will under the
threat of violence or some other form of punishment; their freedom is restricted and a degree of
ownership is exerted. Men are at risk of being trafficked for unskilled work, which globally
generates 31 billion USD according to the International Labor Organization.[20] Forms of forced
labor can include domestic servitude, agricultural labor, sweatshop factory labor, janitorial, food
service and other service industry labor, and begging.[19] Some of the products produced by
forced labor are: clothing, cocoa, bricks, coffee, cotton, and gold, among others.[21]
The International Organization for Migration (IOM), the single largest global provider of
services to victims of trafficking, reports receiving an increasing number of cases in which
victims of trafficked were subjected to forced labour. A 2012 study observes that “…2010 was
particularly notable as the first year in which IOM assisted more victims of labour trafficking
than those who had been trafficked for purposes of sexual exploitation.”[22]
Child labour is a form of work that is likely to be hazardous to the physical, mental, spiritual,
moral, or social development of children and can interfere with their education. According to the
International Labor Organization, the global number of children involved in child labour has
fallen down during the past decade - it has declined by one third, from 246 million in 2000 to
168 million children in 2012.[23] Sub-Saharan Africa is the region with the highest incidence of
child labour, while the largest numbers of child-workers are found in Asia and the Pacific.[23]
General[edit]
The UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) has further assisted many non-governmental
organizations in their fight against human trafficking. The 2006 armed conflict in Lebanon,
which saw 300,000 domestic workers from Sri Lanka, Ethiopia and the Philippines jobless and
targets of traffickers, led to an emergency information campaign with NGO Caritas Migrant to
raise human-trafficking awareness. Additionally, an April 2006 report, Trafficking in Persons:
Global Patterns, helped to identify 127 countries of origin, 98 transit countries and 137
destination countries for human trafficking. To date, it is the second most frequently downloaded
15
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UNODC report. Continuing into 2007, UNODC supported initiatives like the Community
Vigilance project along the border between India and Nepal, as well as provided subsidy for
NGO trafficking prevention campaigns in Bosnia, Croatia, and Herzegovina.[23] Public service
announcements have also proved useful for organizations combating human trafficking. In
addition to many other endeavors, UNODC works to broadcast these announcements on local
television and radio stations across the world. By providing regular access to information
regarding human-trafficking, individuals are educated how to protect themselves and their
families from being exploited.
The United Nations Global Initiative to Fight Human Trafficking (UN.GIFT) was conceived to
promote the global fight on human trafficking, on the basis of international agreements reached
at the UN. UN.GIFT was launched in March 2007 by UNODC with a grant made on behalf of
the United Arab Emirates. It is managed in cooperation with the International Labour
Organization (ILO); the International Organization for Migration (IOM); the UN Children's Fund
(UNICEF); the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR); and the
Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE).
Within UN.GIFT, UNODC launched a research exercise to gather primary data on national
responses to trafficking in persons worldwide. This exercise resulted in the publication of the
Global Report on Trafficking in Persons in February 2009. The report gathers official
information for 155 countries and territories in the areas of legal and institutional framework,
criminal justice response and victim assistance services.[23] UN.GIFT works with all
stakeholders — governments, business, academia, civil society and the media — to support each
other's work, create new partnerships, and develop effective tools to fight human trafficking.
The Global Initiative is based on a simple principle: human trafficking is a crime of such
magnitude and atrocity that it cannot be dealt with successfully by any government alone. This
global problem requires a global, multi-stakeholder strategy that builds on national efforts
throughout the world. To pave the way for this strategy, stakeholders must coordinate efforts
already underway, increase knowledge and awareness, provide technical assistance, promote
effective rights-based responses, build capacity of state and non-state stakeholders, foster
partnerships for joint action, and above all, ensure that everybody takes responsibility for this
fight. By encouraging and facilitating cooperation and coordination, UN.GIFT aims to create
synergies among the anti-trafficking activities of UN agencies, international organizations and
other stakeholders to develop the most efficient and cost-effective tools and good practices.[24]
UN.GIFT aims to mobilize state and non-state actors to eradicate human trafficking by reducing
both the vulnerability of potential victims and the demand for exploitation in all its forms,
ensuring adequate protection and support to those who fall victim, and supporting the efficient
prosecution of the criminals involved, while respecting the fundamental human rights of all
persons. In carrying out its mission, UN.GIFT will increase the knowledge and awareness on
human trafficking, promote effective rights-based responses, build capacity of state and non-state
actors, and foster partnerships for joint action against human trafficking. For more information
view the UN.GIFT Progress Report 2009.[24][25]
Further UNODC efforts to motivate action launched the Blue Heart Campaign Against Human
Trafficking on March 6, 2009,[26] which Mexico launched its own national version of in April
2010.[27][28] The campaign encourages people to show solidarity with human trafficking victims
by wearing the blue heart, similar to how wearing the red ribbon promotes transnational
HIV/AIDS awareness.[29] On November 4, 2010, U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon launched
the United Nations Voluntary Trust Fund for Victims of Trafficking in Persons to provide
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FOR INFORMATION ONLY
humanitarian, legal and financial aid to victims of human trafficking with the aim of increasing
the number of those rescued and supported, and broadening the extent of assistance they
receive.[30]
In December 2012, UNODC published the new edition of the Global Report on Trafficking in
Persons.[31] The Global Report on Trafficking in Persons 2012 has revealed that 27 per cent of all
victims of human trafficking officially detected globally between 2007 and 2010 are children, up
7 per cent from the period 2003 to 2006.
The Global Report recorded victims of 136 different nationalities detected in 118 countries
between 2007 and 2010, during which period, 460 different flows were identified. Around half
of all trafficking took place within the same region with 27 per cent occurring within national
borders. One exception is the Middle East, where most detected victims are East and South
Asians. Trafficking victims from East Asia have been detected in more than 60 countries,
making them the most geographically dispersed group around the world. There are significant
regional differences in the detected forms of exploitation. Countries in Africa and in Asia
generally intercept more cases of trafficking for forced labour, while sexual exploitation is
somewhat more frequently found in Europe and in the Americas. Additionally, trafficking for
organ removal was detected in 16 countries around the world.The Report raises concerns about
low conviction rates - 16 per cent of reporting countries did not record a single conviction for
trafficking in persons between 2007 and 2010. As of May 2014, 159 countries have ratified the
United Nations Trafficking in Persons Protocol, of which UNODC is the guardian.[13] Significant
progress has been made in terms of legislation: as of 2012, 83 per cent of countries had a law
criminalizing trafficking in persons in accordance with the Protocol.[32]
Current international treaties (general)[edit]
 Supplementary Convention on the Abolition of Slavery, entered into force in 1957
 Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and
Children
 Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air
 Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography
 ILO Forced Labour Convention, 1930 (No. 29)
 ILO Abolition of Forced Labour Convention, 1957 (No. 105)
 ILO Minimum Age Convention, 1973 (No. 138)
 ILO Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention, 1999 (No. 182)
United States[edit]
In 2002, Derek Ellerman and Katherine Chon founded a non-government organization called
Polaris Project to combat human trafficking. In 2007, Polaris instituted the National Human
Trafficking Resource Center (NHTRC) where[33] callers can report tips and receive information
on human trafficking.[34] Polaris' website and hotline informs the public about where cases of
suspected human trafficking have occurred within the United States. The website records calls on
a map.[35]
In 2007 the U.S. Senate designated January 11 as a National Day of Human Trafficking
Awareness in an effort to raise consciousness about this global, national and local issue. In 2010,
2011, 2012 and 2013, President Barack Obama proclaimed January as National Slavery and
Human Trafficking Prevention Month.[36]
Council of Europe[edit]
On 3 May 2005, the Committee of Ministers adopted the Council of Europe Convention on
Action against Trafficking in Human Beings (CETS No. 197).[37] The Convention was opened
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for signature in Warsaw on 16 May 2005 on the occasion of the 3rd Summit of Heads of State
and Government of the Council of Europe. On 24 October 2007, the Convention received its
tenth ratification thereby triggering the process whereby it entered into force on 1 February 2008.
As of April 2014, the Convention has been ratified by 42 states, with another 2 states having
signed but not yet ratified.[38]
While other international instruments already exist in this field, the Council of Europe
Convention, the first European treaty in this field, is a comprehensive treaty focusing mainly on
the protection of victims of trafficking and the safeguard of their rights. It also aims to prevent
trafficking and to prosecute traffickers. In addition, the Convention provides for the setting up of
an effective and independent monitoring mechanism capable of controlling the implementation
of the obligations contained in the Convention.
The Convention is not restricted to Council of Europe member states; non-member states and the
European Union also have the possibility of becoming Party to the Convention. In 2013 Belarus
became the first (and so far only) non-Council of Europe member state to accede to the
Convention.[38][39]
The Convention established a Group of Experts on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings
(GRETA) which monitors the implementation of the Convention through country reports. As of
1 March 2013, GRETA has published 17 country reports.[40]
In addition, the European Court of Human Rights of the Council of Europe in Strasbourg has
passed judgments concerning trafficking in human beings which violated obligations under the
European Convention on Human Rights: Siliadin v. France,[41] judgment of 26 July 2005, and
Rantsev v. Cyprus and Russia,[42] judgment of 7 January 2010.
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe[edit]
Main article: Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe
In 2003 the OSCE established an anti-trafficking mechanism aimed at raising public awareness
of the problem and building the political will within participating States to tackle it effectively.
The OSCE actions against human trafficking are coordinated by the Office of the Special
Representative for Combating the Traffic of Human Beings.[43] In January 2010, Maria Grazia
Giammarinaro became the OSCE Special Representative and Co-ordinator for Combating
Trafficking in Human Beings. Dr. Giammarinaro (Italy) has been a judge at the Criminal Court
of Rome since 1991. She served from 2006 until 2009 in the European Commission's
Directorate-General for Justice, Freedom and Security in Brussels, where she was responsible for
work to combat human trafficking and sexual exploitation of children, as well as for penal
aspects of illegal immigration within the unit dealing with the fight against organized crime.
During this time, she co-ordinated the Group of Experts on Trafficking in Human Beings of the
European Commission. From 2001 to 2006 she was a judge for preliminary investigation in the
Criminal Court of Rome. Prior to that, from 1996 she was Head of the Legislative Office and
Adviser to the Minister for Equal Opportunities. From 2006 to December 2009 the office was
headed by Eva Biaudet, a former Member of Parliament and Minister of Health and Social
Services in her native Finland.[citation needed]
The activities of the Office of the Special Representative range from training law enforcement
agencies to tackle human trafficking to promoting policies aimed at rooting out corruption and
organised crime. The Special Representative also visits countries and can, on their request,
support the formation and implementation of their anti-trafficking policies. In other cases the
Special Representative provides advice regarding implementation of the decisions on human
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trafficking, and assists governments, ministers and officials to achieve their stated goals of
tackling human trafficking.[citation needed]
The Anti-trafficking Policy Index[edit]
The '3P Anti-trafficking Policy Index' measures the effectiveness of government policies to fight
human trafficking based on an evaluation of policy requirements prescribed by the United
Nations Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and
Children (2000).[44]
The policy level is evaluated using a five-point scale, where a score of five indicates the best
policy practice, while score 1 is the worst. This scale is used to analyze the main three antitrafficking policy areas: (i) prosecuting (criminalizing) traffickers, (ii) protecting victims, and
(iii) preventing the crime of human trafficking. Each sub-index of prosecution, protection and
prevention is aggregated to the overall index with an unweighted sum, with the overall index
ranging from a score of 3 (worst) to 15 (best). It is available for up to 177 countries over the
2000-2009 period (on an annual basis).
The outcome of the Index shows that anti-trafficking policy has overall improved over the 20002009 period. Improvement is most prevalent in the prosecution and prevention areas worldwide.
An exception is protection policy, which shows a modest deterioration in recent years.
In 2009 (the most recent year of the evaluation), seven countries demonstrate the highest
possible performance in policies for all three dimensions (overall score 15). These countries are
Germany, Australia, the Netherlands, Italy, Belgium, Sweden and the US. The second best
performing group (overall score 14) consists of France, Norway, South Korea, Croatia, Canada,
Austria, Slovenia and Nigeria. The worst performing country in 2009 was North Korea,
receiving the lowest score in all dimensions (overall score 3), followed by Somalia. For more
information view the Human Trafficking Research and Measurement website.[45]
Trafficking of children[edit]
Trafficking of children involves the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring, or receipt of
children for the purpose of exploitation. The commercial sexual exploitation of children can take
many forms, including forcing a child into prostitution[46][47] or other forms of sexual activity or
child pornography. Child exploitation may also involve forced labour or services, slavery or
practices similar to slavery, servitude, the removal of organs, illicit international adoption,
trafficking for early marriage, recruitment as child soldiers, for use in begging or as athletes
(such as child camel jockeys or football players), or for recruitment for cults.[48]
IOM statistics indicate that a significant minority (35%) of trafficked persons it assisted in 2011
were less than 18 years of age, which is roughly consistent with estimates from previous years. It
was reported in 2010 that Thailand and Brazil were considered to have the worst child sex
trafficking records.[49]
Traffickers in children may take advantage of the parents' extreme poverty. Parents may sell
children to traffickers in order to pay off debts or gain income, or they may be deceived
concerning the prospects of training and a better life for their children. They may sell their
children into labor, sex trafficking, or illegal adoptions.
The adoption process, legal and illegal, when abused can sometimes result in cases of trafficking
of babies and pregnant women from developing countries to the West.[50] In David M. Smolin’s
papers on child trafficking and adoption scandals between India and the United States,[51][52] he
presents the systemic vulnerabilities in the inter-country adoption system that makes adoption
scandals predictable.

19

FOR INFORMATION ONLY
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child at Article 34, states,"States Parties
undertake to protect the child from all forms of sexual exploitation and sexual abuse".[53] In the
European Union, commercial sexual exploitation of children is subject to a directive - Directive
2011/92/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 December 2011 on combating
the sexual abuse and sexual exploitation of children and child pornography.[54]
The Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Co-operation in Respect of Intercountry
Adoption (or Hague Adoption Convention) is an international convention dealing with
international adoption, that aims at preventing child laundering, child trafficking, and other
abuses related to international adoption.[55]
The Optional Protocol on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict seeks to prevent
forceful recruitment (e.g. by guerrilla forces) of children for use in armed conflicts.[56]
Sex trafficking[edit]

A schematic showing global human trafficking from countries of origin and destination

A world map showing the legislative situation in different countries to prevent female trafficking
as of 2009 according to WomanStats Project. *Gray - No data; *Green - Trafficking is illegal
and rare; *Yellow - Trafficking is illegal but problems still exist; *Purple - Trafficking is illegal
but still practiced; *Blue - Trafficking is limitedly illegal and is practiced; *Red - Trafficking is
not illegal and is commonly practiced.[57]

Warning of Prostitution and Human trafficking in South Korea for G.I. by United States Forces
Korea.
Trafficking for sexual exploitation was formerly thought of as the organized movement of
people, usually women, between countries and within countries for sex work with the use of
physical coercion, deception and bondage through forced debt. However, the Trafficking Victims
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Protection Act of 2000 (USA),[58] does not require movement for the offence. The issue becomes
contentious when the element of coercion is removed from the definition to incorporate
facilitating the willing involvement in prostitution. For example, in the United Kingdom, The
Sexual Offenses Act 2003 incorporated trafficking for sexual exploitation but did not require
those committing the offence to use coercion, deception or force, so that it also includes any
person who enters the UK to carry out sex work with consent as having been trafficked.[59] In
addition, any minor involved in a commercial sex act in the United States while under the age of
18 qualifies as a trafficking victim, even if no force, fraud or coercion is involved, under the
definition of Severe Forms of Trafficking in Persons, in the U.S. Trafficking Victims Protection
Act of 2000.[58]
Sexual trafficking includes coercing a migrant into a sexual act as a condition of allowing or
arranging the migration. Sexual trafficking uses physical or sexual coercion, deception, abuse of
power and bondage incurred through forced debt. Trafficked women and children, for instance,
are often promised work in the domestic or service industry, but instead are sometimes taken to
brothels where they are used in Sex worker, with their passports and other identification papers
confiscated. They may be beaten or locked up and promised their freedom only after earning –
through prostitution – their purchase price, as well as their travel and visa costs.[60][61]
The Yogyakarta Principles, a document on international human rights law on sexual orientation
and gender identity, also affirms that "States shall (c) establish legal, educational and social
measures, service and programs to address factors that increase vulnerability to trafficking, sale
and all forms of exploitation, including but not limited to sexual exploitation, on the grounds of
actual or perceived sexual orientation or gender identity, including such factors as social
exclusion, discrimination, rejection by families or cultural communities, lack of financial
independence, homelessness, discriminatory social attitudes leading to low self-esteem, and lack
of protection from discrimination in access to housing accommodation, employment and social
services.[62]
Sex trafficking victims are generally found in dire circumstances and easily targeted by
traffickers. Individuals, circumstances, and situations vulnerable to traffickers include homeless
individuals, runaway teens, displaced homemakers, refugees, job seekers, tourists, kidnap
victims and drug addicts. While it may seem like trafficked people are the most vulnerable and
powerless minorities in a region, victims are consistently exploited from any ethnic and social
background.[63]
Traffickers, also known as pimps or madams, exploit vulnerabilities and lack of opportunities,
while offering promises of marriage, employment, education, and/or an overall better life.
However, in the end, traffickers force the victims to become prostitutes or work in the sex
industry[63] Various work in the sex industry includes prostitution, dancing in strip clubs,
performing in pornographic films and pornography, and forms of involuntary servitude.
Underage sex trafficking victims in the U.S. are often runaways, troubled, and homeless
youth.[64]
Human trafficking does not require travel or transport from one location to another, but one form
of sex trafficking involves international agents and brokers who arrange travel and job
placements for women from one country. Women are lured to accompany traffickers based on
promises of lucrative opportunities unachievable in their native country. However, once they
reach their destination, the women discover that they have been deceived and learn the true
nature of the work that they will be expected to do. Most have been told false information
regarding the financial arrangements and conditions of their employment and find themselves in
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coercive or abusive situations from which escape is both difficult and dangerous.[65] According to
a 2009 U.S. Department of Justice report, there were 1,229 suspected human trafficking
incidents in the United States from January 2007- September 2008. Of these, 83 percent were sex
trafficking cases, though only 9% of all cases could be confirmed as examples of human
trafficking.[66]
Profile and modus operandi of traffickers[edit]
Traffickers of young girls into prostitution in India are often women who have been trafficked
themselves. As adults they use personal relationships and trust in their villages of origin to
recruit additional girls.[67]
In some cases, traffickers approach very vulnerable women (including underage girls) to offer
them "legitimate" work or the promise of an opportunity for education. The main types of work
offered are in the catering and hotel industry, in bars and clubs, modeling contracts, or au pair
work. Traffickers sometimes use offers of marriage, threats, intimidation, and kidnapping as
means of obtaining victims. In many cases, the women end up trafficked into the sex industry.
Also, some (migrating) prostitutes (See: migrant sex work) can become victims of human
trafficking because the women know they will be working as prostitutes, but they are led to have
an inaccurate view of the circumstances and the conditions of the work in their country of
destination, and consequently get exploited.[68][69]
In order to obtain control over their victims, traffickers will use force, drugs, emotional tactics
and financial methods. On occasion, they will even resort to various forms of violence, such as
gang rape and mental and physical abuse. Sometimes, the victims will succumb to Stockholm
Syndrome because their captors will pretend to "love" and "need" them, even going so far as
promise marriage and future stability. This is particularly effective with younger victims,
because they are more inexperienced and therefore easily manipulated.[70]
Profile of victims[edit]
The main motive of a woman (in some cases, an underage girl) to accept an offer from a
trafficker is better financial opportunities for herself or her family. A study on the origin
countries of trafficking confirms that most trafficking victims are not the poorest in their
countries of origin, and sex trafficking victims are likely to be women from countries with some
freedom to travel alone and some economic freedom.[71]
Combating[edit]
International institutions and legislation[edit]
History of international legislation[edit]
International pressure to address trafficking in women and children became a growing part of the
social Reform movement in the United States and Europe during the late 19th century.
International legislation against the trafficking of women and children began with the conclusion
of an international convention in 1901, followed by conclusion of the International Agreement
for the suppression of the White Slave Traffic in 1904. (The latter was revised in 1910.) These
conventions were ratified by 34 countries. The first formal international research into the scope
of the problem was funded by American philanthropist John D. Rockefeller, through the
American Bureau of Social Hygiene. In 1923, a committee from the bureau was tasked with
investigating trafficking in 28 countries, interviewing approximately 5,000 informants and
analyzing information over two years before issuing its final report. This was the first formal
report on trafficking in women and children to be issued by an official body.[72]
The League of Nations, formed in 1919, took over as the international coordinator of legislation
intended to end the trafficking of women and children. An international Conference on White
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Slave Traffic was held in 1921, attended by the 34 countries that ratified the 1901 and 1904
conventions.[73] Another convention against trafficking was ratified by League members in 1922,
and like the 1904 international convention, this one required ratifying countries to submit annual
reports on their progress in tackling the problem. Compliance with this requirement was not
complete, although it gradually improved: in 1924, approximately 34% of the member countries
submitted reports as required, which rose to 46% in 1929, 52% in 1933, and 61% in 1934.[74] The
1921 International Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Women and Children was
sponsored by the League of Nations.
United Nations[edit]
Main article: United Nations Global Initiative to Fight Human Trafficking
In 1949, the first international protocol dealing with sex slavery was the 1949 UN Convention
for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and Exploitation of Prostitution of Others.[75] This
convention followed the abolitionist idea of sex trafficking as incompatible with the dignity and
worth of the human person. Serving as a model for future legislation, the 1949 UN Convention
was not ratified by every country, but came into force in 1951. These early efforts led to the 2000
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime, mentioned above. These instruments
contain the elements of the current international law on trafficking in humans.
In 2011, the United Nations reported that girl victims made up two thirds of all trafficked
children. Girls constituted 15 to 20 per cent of the total number of all detected victims, including
adults, whereas boys comprised about 10 per cent, said the Report, which was based on official
data supplied by 132 countries.[32]
Current international treaties include the Convention on Consent to Marriage, Minimum Age for
Marriage, and Registration of Marriages, entered into force in 1964.
In the United States[edit]
Up until the early 1960s, when racism was a major issue in the US, Congress was concerned
about White slavery. The result of this fear was the White Slave Traffic Act of 1910 (better
known as the Mann Act), which criminalized interracial marriage and banned single women
from crossing state borders for morally wrong acts. In 1914, of the women arrested for crossing
state borders under this act, 70% were charged with voluntary prostitution. Once the idea of a sex
slave shifted from a White woman to an enslaved woman from countries in poverty, the US
began passing immigration acts to curtail aliens from entering the country among other reasons.
Several acts such as the Emergency Quota Act of 1921 and Immigration Act of 1924 were
passed to prevent emigrants from Europe and Asia from entering the United States. Following
the banning of immigrants during the 1920s, human trafficking was not seen as a major issue
until the 1990s.[76][77]
At 18 U.S.C. § 1591, or the Commercial Sex Act, the US makes it illegal to recruit, entice,
obtain, provide, move or harbor a person or to benefit from such activities knowing that the
person will be caused to engage in commercial sex acts where the person is under 18 or where
force, fraud or coercion exists.[78][79]
Under the Bush Administration, fighting sex slavery worldwide and domestically became a
priority with an average of $100 million spent per year, which substantially outnumbers the
amount spent by other countries. Before President Bush took office, Congress had passed the
Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protection Act of 2000 (TVPA). The TVPA strengthened
services to victims of violence, law enforcements ability to reduce violence against women and
children, and education against human trafficking. Also specified in the TVPA was a mandate to
collect funds for the treatment of sex trafficking victims that provided shelter, food, education,
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and financial grants. Internationally, the TVPA set standards that governments of other countries
must follow in order to receive aid from the U.S. to fight human trafficking. Once George W.
Bush took office in 2001, restricting sex trafficking became one of his primary humanitarian
efforts. The Attorney General under President Bush, John Ashcroft, strongly enforced the TVPA.
The Act was subsequently renewed in 2004, 2006, and 2008. It established two stipulations an
applicant has to meet in order to receive the benefits of a T-Visa. First, a trafficked victim must
prove/admit to being trafficked and second must submit to prosecution of his or her trafficker. In
2011, Congress failed to re-authorize the Act. The State Department publishes an annual
Trafficking in Persons Report, which examines the progress that the U.S. and other countries
have made in destroying human trafficking businesses, arresting the kingpins, and rescuing the
victims.[80][81]
Council of Europe[edit]
Complementary protection is ensured through the Council of Europe Convention on the
Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse (signed in Lanzarote, 25
October 2007). The Convention entered into force on 1 July 2010.[82] As of May 2014, the
Convention has been ratified by 31 states, with another 15 states having signed but not yet
ratified.[83]
Other government actions[edit]
Actions taken to combat human trafficking vary from government to government.[84] Some
government actions include
 introducing legislation specifically aimed at criminalizing human trafficking
 developing co-operation between law enforcement agencies and non-government
organizations (NGOs) of numerous nations
 raising awareness of the issue
Raising awareness can take three forms. First, governments can raise awareness amongst
potential victims, particularly in countries where human traffickers are active. Second, they can
raise awareness amongst the police, social welfare workers and immigration officers to equip
them to deal appropriately with the problem. And finally, in countries where prostitution is legal
or semi-legal, they can raise awareness amongst the clients of prostitution so that they can watch
for signs of human trafficking victims. Methods to raise general awareness often include
television programs, documentary films, internet communications, and posters.[85] and posters.[86]
Main article: human trafficking § Criticism
Many countries have come under criticism for inaction, or ineffective action. Criticisms include
the failure of governments to properly identify and protect trafficking victims, enactment of
immigration policies which potentially re-victimize trafficking victims, and insufficient action in
helping prevent vulnerable populations from becoming trafficking victims. A particular criticism
has been the reluctance of some countries to tackle trafficking for purposes other than sex.
Non Governmental Organizations (NGOs)[edit]
Many NGOs work on the issue of sex trafficking. One major NGO is the International Justice
Mission (IJM). IJM is a U.S.-based non-profit human rights organization that combats human
trafficking in developing countries in Latin America, Asia, and Africa. IJM states that it is a
“human rights agency that brings rescue to victims of slavery, sexual exploitation, and other
forms of violent oppression.” It is a faith-based organization since its purported goal is to
“restore to victims of oppression the things that God intends for them: their lives, their liberty,
their dignity, the fruits of their labor.”[87] The IJM receives over $900,000 from the U.S.
government.[88] The organization has two methods for rescuing victims: brothel raids in
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cooperation with local police, and "buy bust" operations in which undercover agencies pretend to
purchase sex services of an underage girl. After the raid and rescue, the women are sent to
rehabilitation programs run by NGOs (such as churches) or the government.
Campaigns and initiatives[edit]
The Demi and Ashton (DNA) Foundation was created by celebrity humanitarians Demi Moore
and Ashton Kutcher in 2009 in their efforts to fight human trafficking (specifically focusing on
sex trafficking of children) in the U.S. In September 2010, the pair announced the launch of their
“Real Men Don't Buy Girls” campaign to combat child sex trafficking alongside other
Hollywood stars and technology companies like Microsoft, Twitter, and Facebook. "Real Men
Don't Buy Girls" is based on the idea that high-profile men speaking out against child sex
trafficking can help reduce the demand for young girls in the commercial sex trade. A press
conference was held on September 23 at the Clinton Global Initiative.[89] In 1994, Global
Alliance Against Traffic in Women was established to combat trafficking in women in any
grounds. It is an alliance of more than 100 non-governmental organizations from Africa, Asia,
Europe, Latin America, the Caribbean and North America.[90] The popular TV channel MTV
started a campaign to combat sex trafficking. The initiative called MTV EXIT (End Exploitation
and Trafficking) is a multimedia initiative produced by MTV EXIT Foundation (formerly known
as the MTV Europe Foundation) to raise awareness and increase prevention of human
trafficking.[91][92]
While globalization fostered new technologies that may exacerbate sex trafficking, technology
can also be used to assist law enforcement and anti-trafficking efforts. A study was done on
online classified ads surrounding the Super Bowl. A number of reports have noticed increase in
sex trafficking during previous years of the Super Bowl.[93] For the 2011 Super Bowl held in
Dallas, Texas, the Back page for Dallas area experienced a 136% increase on the number of
posts in the Adult section on Super Bowl Sunday, where as Sundays typically have the lowest
amount of posts. Researchers analyzed the most salient terms in these online ads, which
suggested that many escorts were traveling across state lines to Dallas specifically for the Super
Bowl, and found that the self-reported ages were higher than usual. Twitter was another social
networking platform studied for detecting sex trafficking. Digital tools can be used to narrow the
pool of sex trafficking cases, albeit imperfectly and with uncertainty.[94]
'End Demand'[edit]
End Demand refers to the strategy and efforts of different institutions that seek to end sex
trafficking by eliminating and criminalizing the demand for commercial sex. End Demand is
very popular in some countries including the United States and Canada.[95] Proponents of the end
demand strategy support initiatives such as "John's schools" that rehabilitate johns, increased
arrests of johns, and public shaming (e.g. billboards and websites that publicly name johns who
were caught).[95][96] John's Schools were pioneered in San Francisco in 1995 and now used in
many cities across the U.S. as well as other countries such as the UK and Canada. Some compare
John's Schools programs to driver's safety courses, because first offenders can pay a fee to attend
class(es) on the harms of prostitution, and upon completion, the charges against the john will be
dropped. Another initiative that seeks to end demand is the cross-country tour "Ignite the Road to
Justice," launched by the 2011 Miss Canada, Tara Teng. Teng's initiative circulates a petition to
end the demand for commercial sex that drives prostitution and sex trafficking. End Demand
efforts also include large-scale public awareness campaigns. Campaigns have started in Sweden,
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Atlanta, Georgia. The Atlanta campaign in 2006 was titled
"Dear John," and ran ads in local media reaching out to potential johns to discourage them from
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buying sex. Massachusetts and Rhode Island also had legislative efforts that criminalized
prostitution and increased end demand efforts by targeting johns.[95]
Sweden criminalized the buying of sex in 1999, and Norway and Iceland have later introduced
similar laws. The laws were aimed at combating trafficking.[97] Iceland also banned strip clubs in
2010.
Measures of human trafficking and efforts[edit]
There are many different estimates of how large the human trafficking and sex trafficking
industries are. According to scholar Kevin Bales, author of Disposable People (2004), estimates
that as many as 27 million people are in "modern-day slavery" across the globe.[98][99] In 2008,
the U.S. Department of State estimates that 2 million children are exploited by the global
commercial sex trade.[100] In the same year, a study classified 12.3 million individuals worldwide
as “forced laborers, bonded laborers or sex-trafficking victims.” Approximately 1.39 million of
these individuals worked as commercial sex slaves, with women and girls comprising 98%, or
1.36 million, of this population.[101]
The enactment of the Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protection Act (TVPA) in 2000 by the
United States Congress and its subsequent re-authorizations established the Department of State's
Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons, which engages with foreign governments
to fight human trafficking and publishes a Trafficking in Persons Report annually. The
Trafficking in Persons Report evaluates each country's progress in anti-trafficking and places
each country onto one of three tiers based on their governments' efforts to comply with the
minimum standards for the elimination of trafficking as prescribed by the TVPA.[102]
In particular, there were three main components of the TVPA, commonly called the three P’s:
PROTECTION: The TVPA increased the U.S. Government’s efforts to protect trafficked foreign
national victims including, but not limited to: Victims of trafficking, many of whom were
previously ineligible for government assistance, were provided assistance; and a non-immigrant
status for victims of trafficking if they cooperated in the investigation and prosecution of
traffickers (T-Visas, as well as providing other mechanisms to ensure the continued presence of
victims to assist in such investigations and prosecutions). PROSECUTION: The TVPA
authorized the U.S. Government to strengthen efforts to prosecute traffickers including, but not
limited to: Creating a series of new crimes on trafficking, forced labor, and document servitude
that supplemented existing limited crimes related to slavery and involuntary servitude; and
recognizing that modern-day slavery takes place in the context of fraud and coercion, as well as
force, and is based on new clear definitions for both trafficking into sexual exploitation and labor
exploitation: Sex trafficking was defined as, “a commercial sex act that is induced by force,
fraud, or coercion, or in which the person induced to perform such an act has not attained 18
years of age. Labor trafficking was defined as, “the recruitment, harboring, transportation,
provision, or obtaining of a person for labor or services, through the use of force, fraud, or
coercion for the purpose of subjection to involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or
slavery. PREVENTION: The TVPA allowed for increased prevention measures including, but
not limited to: Authorizing the U.S. Government to assist foreign countries with their efforts to
combat trafficking, as well as address trafficking within the United States, including through
research and awareness-raising; and providing foreign countries with assistance in drafting laws
to prosecute trafficking, creating programs for trafficking victims, and assistance with
implementing effective means of investigation.[103]
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton later identified a fourth P, “partnership,” in 2009 to
serve as a, “pathway to progress in the effort against modern-day slavery.”6
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Findings of the legislative framework in place in different countries to prevent/reduce human
trafficking. The findings are from the 2011 Department of State Trafficking in Persons
Report[104]
Structural factors[edit]
A complex set of factors fuel sex trafficking, including poverty, unemployment, social norms
that discriminate against women, demand for commercial sex, institutional challenges, and
globalization.
Poverty and globalization[edit]
Poverty and lack of educational and economic opportunities in one's hometown may lead women
to voluntarily migrate and then be involuntarily trafficked into sex work.[95][105] As globalization
opened up national borders to greater exchange of goods and capital, labor migration also
increased. Less wealthy countries have fewer options for livable wages. The economic impact of
globalization pushes people to make conscious decisions to migrate and be vulnerable to
trafficking. Gender inequalities that hinder women from participating in the formal sector also
push women into informal sectors.[106]
Long waiting lists for organs in the United States and Europe created a thriving international
black market. Traffickers harvest organs, particularly kidneys, to sell for large profit and often
without properly caring for or compensating the victims. Victims often come from poor, rural
communities and see few other options than to sell organs illegally.[107] Wealthy countries'
inability to meet organ demand within their own borders perpetuates trafficking. By reforming
their internal donation system, Iran achieved a surplus of legal donors and provides an instructive
model for eliminating both organ trafficking and -shortage.[108]
Globalization and the rise of internet technology has also facilitated sex trafficking. Online
classified sites and social networks such as Craigslist have been under intense scrutiny for being
used by johns and traffickers in facilitating sex trafficking and sex work in general. Traffickers
use explicit sites and underground sites (e.g. Craigslist, Backpage, MySpace) to market, recruit,
sell, and exploit females. Facebook, Twitter, and other social networking sites are suspected for
similar uses. For example, Randal G. Jennings was convicted of sex trafficking five underage
girls by forcing them to advertise on Craigslist and driving them to meet the johns. According to
the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children, online classified ads reduce the risks of
finding prospective customers.[109] Studies have identified the internet as the single biggest
facilitator of commercial sex trade, although it is difficult to ascertain which women advertised
are sex trafficking victims.[110] Traffickers and pimps use the internet to recruit minors, since
internet and social networking sites usage have significantly increased especially among
children.[111]
Organized criminals can generate up to several thousand dollars per day from one trafficked girl,
and the internet has further increased profitability of sex trafficking and child trafficking. With
faster access to a wider clientele, more sexual encounters can be scheduled.[112] Victims and
clients, according a New York City report on sex trafficking in minors, increasingly use the
internet to meet customers. Due to protests, Craigslist has since closed its adult services section.
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According to authorities, Backpage is now the main source for advertising trafficking
victims.[113] Investigators also frequently browse online classified ads to identify potential
underage girls who are trafficked.
While globalization fostered new technologies that may exacerbate sex trafficking, technology
can also be used to assist law enforcement and anti-trafficking efforts. A study was done on
online classified ads surrounding the Super Bowl. A number of reports have noticed increase in
sex trafficking during previous years of the Super Bowl.[93] For the 2011 Super Bowl held in
Dallas, Texas, the Backpage for Dallas area experienced a 136% increase on the number of posts
in the Adult section on Super Bowl Sunday, where as Sundays typically have the lowest amount
of posts. Researchers analyzed the most salient terms in these online ads, which suggested that
many escorts were traveling across state lines to Dallas specifically for the Super Bowl, and
found that the self-reported ages were higher than usual. Twitter was another social networking
platform studied for detecting sex trafficking. Digital tools can be used to narrow the pool of sex
trafficking cases, albeit imperfectly and with uncertainty.[94]
However, there has been no evidence found actually linking the Super Bowl - or any other
sporting event - to increased trafficking or prostitution.[114][115]
Political and institutional challenges[edit]
Corrupt and inadequately trained police officers can be complicit in sex trafficking and/or
commit violence against sex workers, including sex trafficked victims.[116]
Anti-trafficking agendas from different groups can also be in conflict. In the movement for sex
workers rights, sex workers establish unions and organizations, which seek to eliminate
trafficking themselves. However, law enforcement also seek to eliminate trafficking and to
prosecute trafficking, and their work may infringe on sex workers' rights and agency. For
example, the sex workers union DMSC (Durbar Mahila Samanwaya Committee) in Kolkata,
India, has "self-regulatory boards" (SRBs) that patrol the red light districts and assist girls who
are underage or trafficked. The union opposes police intervention and interferes with police
efforts to bring minor girls out of brothels, on the grounds that police action might have an
adverse impact on non-trafficked sex workers, especially because police officers in many places
are corrupt and violent in their operations.[116] Critics argue that since sex trafficking is an
economic and violent crime, it calls for law enforcement to intervene and prevent violence
against victims.
Criminalization of sex work also may foster the underground market for sex work and enable sex
trafficking.[95]
Difficult political situations such as civil war and social conflict are push factors for migration
and trafficking. A study reported that larger countries, the richest and the poorest countries, and
countries with restricted press freedom are likely to engage in more sex trafficking. Specifically,
being in a transitional economy made a country nineteen times more likely to be ranked in the
highest trafficking category, and gender inequalities in a country's labor market also correlated
with higher trafficking rates.[71]
An annual US State Department report in June 2013 cited Russia and China as among the worst
offenders in combatting forced labour and sex trafficking, raising the possibility of US sanctions
being leveraged against these countries.[117]
In 2013, the Supreme Court of Canada declared the laws which effectively prohibited
prostitution illegal. It delayed the implementation of this ruling for one year to give the
parliament time to enact replacement laws, if it so desired.[118]
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Social norms[edit]
Women and girls are more prone to trafficking also because of social norms that marginalize
their value and status in society. Females face considerable gender discrimination both at home
and in school. Stereotypes that women belong at home in the private sphere and that women are
less valuable because they do not and are not allowed to contribute to formal employment and
monetary gains the same way men do further marginalize women's status relative to men. Some
religious beliefs also lead people to believe that the birth of girls are a result of bad karma,
further cementing the belief that girls are not as valuable as boys. Various social norms
contribute to women's inferior position and lack of agency and knowledge, thus making them
vulnerable to exploitation such as sex trafficking.[119]
Demand for commercial sex[edit]
Abolitionists who seek an end to sex trafficking explain the nature of sex trafficking as an
economic supply and demand model. In this model, male demand for prostitutes leads to a
market of sex work, which, in turn, fosters sex trafficking, the illegal trade and coercion of
people into sex work, and pimps and traffickers become 'distributors' who supply people to be
sexually exploited. The demand for sex trafficking can also be facilitated by some pimps' and
traffickers' desire for women whom they can exploit as workers because they do not require
wages, safe working circumstances, and agency in choosing customers.[95]
Consequences[edit]
Consequences for victims[edit]
Sex trafficking victims face threats of violence from many sources, including customers, pimps,
brothel owners, madams, traffickers, and corrupt local law enforcement officials. Raids as an
anti-sex trafficking measure severely impact sex trafficked victims. Due to their complicated
legal status and their language barriers, the arrest or fear of arrest creates stress and other
emotional trauma for trafficking victims. Victims may also experience physical violence from
law enforcement during raids.[120][121]
Trafficking victims are also exposed to different psychological stressors. They suffer social
alienation in the host and home countries. Stigmatization, social exclusion, and intolerance make
reintegration into local communities difficult. The governments offer little assistance and social
services to trafficked victims upon their return. As the victims are also pushed into drug
trafficking, many of them face criminal sanctionoso.[122]
Psychological Consequences[edit]
Short-Term Psychological Impact[edit]
Psychological Coercion in Human Trafficking
The use of coercion by perpetrators and traffickers involves the use of extreme control.
Perpetrators expose the victim to high amounts of psychological stress induced by threats, fear,
and physical and emotional violence. Tactics of coercion are reportedly used in three phases of
trafficking: recruitment, initiation, and indoctrination.[123] During the initiation phase, traffickers
use foot-in-the-door techniques of persuasion to lead their victims into various trafficking
industries. This manipulation creates an environment where the victim becomes complete
dependent upon the authority of the trafficker.[123] Traffickers take advantage of family
dysfunction, homelessness, and history of childhood abuse to psychologically manipulate women
and children into the trafficking industry.[124]
Stockholm Syndrome
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One form of psychological coercion particularly common in cases of sex trafficking and forced
prostitution is Stockholm syndrome. Many women entering into the sex trafficking industry are
minors whom have already experienced prior sexual abuse.[125] Traffickers take advantage of
young girls by luring them into the business through force and coercion, but more often through
false promises of love, security, and protection. This form of coercion works to recruit and
initiate the victim into the life of a sex worker, while also reinforcing a “trauma bond,” also
known as Stockholm syndrome. Stockholm syndrome is a psychological response where the
victim becomes attached to her perpetrator.[125][126]
Learned Helplessness
The goal of a trafficker is to turn a human being into a slave. To do this, perpetrators employ
tactics that can lead to the psychological consequence of learned helplessness for the victims,
where they sense that they no longer have any autonomy or control over their lives.[124]
Traffickers may hold their victims captive, expose them to large amounts of alcohol or use drugs,
keep them in isolation, or withhold food or sleep.[124] During this time the victim often begins to
feel the onset of depression, guilt and self-blame, anger and rage, and sleep disturbances, PTSD,
numbing, and extreme stress. Under these pressures, the victim can fall into the hopeless mental
state of learned helplessness.;;[123][127][128]
For victims of specifically trafficked for the purpose of forced prostitution and sexual slavery,
initiation into the trade is almost always characterized by violence.[124] Traffickers hunt down
their victims and employ practices of sexual abuse, torture, brainwashing, repeated rape and
physical assault until the victim submits to his or her fate as a sexual slave. Victims experience
verbal threats, social isolation, and intimidation before they accept their role a prostitute.[129]
For those enslaved in situations of forced labor, learned helplessness can also manifest itself
through the trauma of living as a slave. Reports indicate that captivity for the person and
financial gain of their owners adds additional psychological trauma. Victims are often cut off
from all forms of social connection, as isolation allows the perpetrator to destroy the victim’s
sense of self and increase his or her dependence on the perpetrator.[123]
Long-Term Psychological Impact[edit]
Human trafficking victims may experience complex trauma as a result of repeated cases of
intimate relationship trauma over long periods of time including, but not limited to, sexual abuse,
domestic violence, forced prostitution, or gang rape. Complex trauma involves multifaceted
conditions of depression, anxiety, self-hatred, dissociation, substance abuse, self-destructive
behaviors, medical and somatic concerns, despair, and revictimization. Psychology researchers
report that, although similar to Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), Complex trauma is more
expansive in diagnosis because of the effects of prolonged trauma.[130]
Psychophysical Impact
Psychological reviews have shown that the chronic stress experienced by many victims of human
trafficking can compromise the immune system.[124] Several studies found that chronic stressors
(like trauma or loss) suppressed cellular and humoral immunity.[127] Victims may develop STDs
and HIV/AIDS.[131] Perpetrators frequently use substance abuse as a means to control their
victims, which leads to compromised health, self-destructive behavior, and long-term physical
harm.[132] Furthermore, victims have reported treatment similar to torture, where their bodies are
broken and beaten into submission.[132][133]
Impact on Children Trafficked for Sexual Exploitation
Children are especially vulnerable to these developmental and psychological consequences of
trafficking because they are so young. In order to gain complete control of the child, traffickers
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often destroy physical and mental health of the children through persistent physical and
emotional abuse.[134] Victims experience severe trauma on a daily basis that devastates the
healthy development of self-concept, self-worth, biological integrity, and cognitive
functioning.[135] Children who grow up in constant environments of exploitation frequently
exhibit antisocial behavior, over-sexualized behavior, self-harm, aggression, distrust of adults,
dissociative disorders, substance abuse, complex trauma, and attention deficit
disorders.[126][134][135][136] Stockholm syndrome is also a common problem for girls while they are
trafficked, which can hinder them from both trying to escape, and moving forward in
psychological recovery programs.[133]
Although 98% of the sex trade is composed of women and girls [133] there is an effort to gather
empirical evidence about the psychological impact of abuse common in sex trafficking upon
young boys.[135][137] Boys often will experience forms of post-traumatic stress disorder, but also
additional stressors of social stigma of homosexuality associated with sexual abuse for boys, and
externalization of blame, increased anger, and desire for revenge.
Economic impacts[edit]
According to estimates from the International Labour Organization (ILO), every year the human
trafficking industry generates 32 billion USD, half of which ($15.5 billion) is made in
industrialized countries, and a third of which ($9.7 billion) is made in Asia.[138] A 2011 paper
published in Human Rights Review, “Sex Trafficking: Trends, Challenges and Limitations of
International Law,” notes that, since 2000, the number of sex-trafficking victims has risen while
costs associated with trafficking have declined: “Coupled with the fact that trafficked sex slaves
are the single most profitable type of slave, costing on average $1,895 each but generating
$29,210 annually, [there are] stark predictions about the likely growth in commercial sex slavery
in the future.”[101] Sex trafficking victims rarely get a share of the money that they make through
coerced sex work, which further keeps them oppressed.[139]
Popular culture[edit]
Main article: Human trafficking in popular culture
Criticism[edit]
Both the human trafficking discourse and the actions undertaken by the anti-human traffickers
have been criticized by some scholars.[140][141] and journalists[142] The criticism touches upon
three main themes: 1) statistics and data on human trafficking; 2) the concept itself; 3) the antitrafficking measures.
Problems with statistics and data[edit]
Numerous NGOs and governmental agencies produce estimates and specific statistics on the
numbers of potential and actual victims of trafficking.[143] According to the critics, these figures
rarely have identifiable sources or transparent methodologies behind them and in most (if not all)
instances, they are mere guesses.[144][145] Scholars argue that this is a result of the fact that it is
impossible to produce any meaningful statistics on a reportedly illegal and covert phenomenon
happening in the shadow economy.[140][146][147] Others argue that many of these statistics are
inflated to aid advocacy of anti-trafficking NGOs and the anti-trafficking policies of
governments. Due to the definition of trafficking as a process (not a singly defined act) and the
fact that it is a dynamic phenomenon with constantly shifting patterns relating to economic
circumstances, much of the statistical evaluation is flawed.[148]
Problems with the concept[edit]
According to some scholars, the very concept of human trafficking is murky and misleading.[140]
It has been argued that while human trafficking is commonly seen as a monolithic crime, in
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reality it is an act of illegal migration that involves various different actions: some of them may
be criminal or abusive, but others often involve consent and are legal.[140] Laura Agustin argues
that not everything that might seem abusive or coercive is considered as such by the migrant. For
instance, she states that: ‘would-be travellers commonly seek help from intermediaries who sell
information, services and documents. When travellers cannot afford to buy these outright, they
go into debt’.[146] One scholar says that while these debts might indeed be on very harsh
conditions, they are usually incurred on a voluntary basis.[140]
The critics of the current approaches to trafficking say that a lot of the violence and exploitation
faced by illegal migrants derives precisely from the fact that their migration and their work are
illegal and not primarily because of some evil trafficking networks.[149] Tara McCormack
believes that the whole trafficking discourse can actually be detrimental to the interests of
migrants as it denies them agency and as it depoliticizes debates on migration.[150]
The international Save the Children organization also stated: "... The issue, however, gets mired
in controversy and confusion when prostitution too is considered as a violation of the basic
human rights of both adult women and minors, and equal to sexual exploitation per se. ...
trafficking and prostitution become conflated with each other. .... On account of the historical
conflation of trafficking and prostitution both legally and in popular understanding, an
overwhelming degree of effort and interventions of anti-trafficking groups are concentrated on
trafficking into prostitution."[151]
Some critics claim that NGOs involved in anti-sex trafficking often employ the 'politics of pity,'
which promotes that all trafficked victims are completely guiltless, fully coerced into sex work,
and experience the same degrees of physical suffering. One critic identifies two strategies that
gain pity: denunciation - attributing all violence and suffering to the perpetrator - and sentiment exclusively depicting the suffering of the women. NGOs' use of images of unidentifiable females
suffering physically help display sex trafficking scenarios as all the same. However, critics point
out that not all trafficking victims have been abducted, abused physically, and repeatedly raped,
unlike popular portrayals.[152] A study in the United States of the relationships between
individuals who are defined as sex-trafficking victims by virtue of having a procurer (especially
minors) has concluded that assumptions about victimization and human trafficking do not do
justice to the complex and often mutual relationships that exist between sex workers and their
third parties.[153]
Problems with anti-trafficking measures[edit]
Groups like Amnesty International have been critical of insufficient or ineffective government
measures to tackle human trafficking. Criticism includes a lack of understanding of human
trafficking issues, poor identification of victims and a lack of resources for the key pillars of antitrafficking - identification, protection, prosecution and prevention. For example, Amnesty
International has called the UK government’s new anti-trafficking measures as 'not fit for
purpose'.[154]
Victim identification and protection in the UK[edit]
In the UK, human trafficking cases are processed by the same officials to simultaneously
determine the refugee and trafficking victim statuses of a person. However, criteria for
qualifying as a refugee and a trafficking victim differ and they have different needs for staying in
a country. A person may need assistance as a trafficking victim but his/her circumstances may
not necessarily meet the threshold for asylum. In which case, not being granted refugee status
affects their status as a trafficked victim and thus their ability to receive help. Reviews of the
statistics from the National Referral Mechanism (NRM), a tool created by the Council of Europe
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Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings (CoE Convention) to help states
effectively identify and care for trafficking victims, found that positive decisions for nonEuropean Union citizens were much lower than that of EU and UK citizens. According to data
on the NRM decisions from April 2009 to April 2011, an average of 82.8% of UK and EU
citizens were conclusively accepted as victims while an average of only 45.9% of non-EU
citizens were granted the same status.[155] High refusal rates of non-EU people point to possible
stereotypes and biases about regions and countries of origin which may hinder anti-trafficking
efforts, since the asylum system is linked to the trafficking victim protection system.
Laura Agustin has suggested that in some cases 'anti-traffickers' ascribe victim status to
immigrants who have made conscious and rational decisions to cross the borders knowing they
will be selling sex and who do not consider themselves to be victims.[156] There have been
instances in which the alleged victims of trafficking have actually refused to be rescued[157] or
run away from the anti-trafficking shelters.[158]
In a 2013,[159] the Court of Appeal gave guidance to prosecuting authorities on the prosecution of
victims of human trafficking, and held that the convictions of 3 Vietnamese children and one
Ugandan woman ought to be quashed as the proceedings amounted to an abuse of the court's
process.[160] The case was reported by the BBC[161] and one of the victims was interviewed by
Channel 4.[162]
Law enforcement and the use of raids[edit]
In the U.S., services and protections for trafficked victims are related to cooperation with law
enforcement. Legal procedures that involve prosecution and specifically, raids, are thus the most
common anti-trafficking measures. Raids are conducted by law enforcement and by private
actors and many organizations (sometimes in cooperation with law enforcement). Law
enforcement perceive some benefits from raids, including the ability to locate and identify
witnesses for legal processes, to dismantle "criminal networks," and to rescue victims from
abuse.[120]
Critics, however, argue that anti-trafficking raids in the U.S. are misguided and do more harm
than good to the victims, as well as being ineffective in holding traffickers accountable. Private
actors who conduct raids are criticized because of their lack of experience and expertise in
identifying actual victims and their lack of capacity to provide legal and social services for
people rescued from raids.[citation needed]
The problems against anti-trafficking raids are related to the problem of the trafficking concept
itself, as raids' purpose of fighting sex trafficking may be conflated with fighting prostitution.
The Trafficking Victims Protection Re-authorization Act of 2005 (TVPRA) gives state and local
law enforcement funding to prosecute customers of commercial sex, therefore some law
enforcement agencies make no distinction between prostitution and sex trafficking. One study
interviewed women who have experienced law enforcement operations as sex workers and found
that during these raids meant to combat human trafficking, none of the women were ever
identified as trafficking victims, and only one woman was asked whether she was coerced into
sex work. The conflation of trafficking with prostitution, then, does not serve to adequately
identify trafficking and help the victims. Raids are also problematic in that the women involved
were most likely unclear about who was conducting the raid, what the purpose of the raid was,
and what the outcomes of the raid would be.[120]
Law enforcement personnel agree that raids can intimidate trafficked persons and render
subsequent law enforcement actions unsuccessful. Social workers and attorneys involved in antisex trafficking have negative opinions about raids. Service providers report a lack of uniform
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procedure for identifying trafficking victims after raids. The 26 interviewed service providers
stated that local police never referred trafficked persons to them after raids. Law enforcement
also often use interrogation methods that intimidate rather than assist potential trafficking
victims. Additionally, sex workers sometimes face violence from the police during raids and
arrests and in rehabilitation centers.[120]
As raids occur to brothels that may house sex workers as well as sex trafficked victims, raids
affect sex workers in general. As clients avoid brothel areas that are raided but do not stop
paying for sex, voluntary sex workers will have to interact with customers underground.
Underground interactions means that sex workers take greater risks, where as otherwise they
would be cooperating with other sex workers and with sex worker organizations to report
violence and protect each other. One example of this is with HIV prevention. Sex workers
collectives monitor condom use, promote HIV testing, and cares for and monitor the health of
HIV positive sex workers. Raids disrupt communal HIV care and prevention efforts, and if HIV
positive sex workers are rescued and removed from their community, their treatments are
disrupted, furthering the spread of AIDS.[87]
Critics suggest reforms in law enforcement procedures so that raids are last resort, not violent,
and are transparent in its purposes and processes. Furthermore, critics suggest that since any
trafficking victims will probably be in contact with other sex workers first, working with sex
workers may be an alternative to the raid and rescue model.[87]
End Demand programs[edit]
Critics argue that End Demand programs are ineffective in that prostitution is not reduced,
"John's Schools" have little effect on deterrence and portray prostitutes negatively, and conflicts
in interest arise between law enforcement and NGO service providers. A study found that
Sweden's legal experiment (criminalizing clients of prostitution and providing services to
prostitutes who want to exit the industry in order to combat trafficking) did not reduce the
number of prostitutes, but instead increased exploitation of sex workers due to the higher risk
nature of their work. The same study reported that johns' inclination to buy sex did not change as
a result of John's Schools, and the programs targeted johns who are poor and colored immigrants.
Some John's Schools also intimidate johns into not purchasing sex again by depicting prostitutes
as drug addicts, HIV positive, violent, and dangerous, which further marginalizes sex workers.
John's Schools require program fees, and police's involvement in NGOs who provide these
programs create conflicts of interest especially with money involved.[96][163]
Differing perspectives[edit]
The examples and perspective in this article deal primarily with the United
States and do not represent a worldwide view of the subject. Please improve
this article and discuss the issue on the talk page. (April 2014)
There are different feminist perspectives on sex trafficking. The third-way feminist perspective
of sex trafficking seeks to harmonize the dominant and liberal feminist views of sex trafficking.
The dominant feminist view focuses on "sexualized domination," which includes issues of
pornography, female sex labor in a patriarchal world, rape, and sexual harassment. Dominant
feminism emphasizes sex trafficking as forced prostitution and considers the act exploitative.
Liberal feminism sees all agents as capable of reason and choice. Liberal feminists support sex
workers rights, and argue that women who voluntarily chose sex work are autonomous. The
liberal feminist perspective finds sex trafficking problematic in that it overrides consent of
individuals.[164]
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Third-way feminism harmonizes the thoughts that while individuals have rights, overarching
inequalities hinder women's capabilities. Third-way feminism also considers that women who
are trafficked and face oppression do not all face the same kinds of oppression. For example,
third-way feminist proponent Shelley Cavalieri identifies oppression and privilege in the
intersections of race, class, and gender. Women from low socioeconomic class, generally from
the Global South, face inequalities that differ from those of other sex trafficking victims.
Therefore, it advocates for catering to individual trafficking victim because sex trafficking is not
monolithic, and therefore there is not a one-size-fits-all intervention. This also means allowing
individual victims to tell their unique experiences rather than essentializing all trafficking
experiences. Lastly, third-way feminism promotes increasing women's agency both generally
and individually, so that they have the opportunity to act on their own behalf.[164]
Third-way feminist perspective of sex trafficking is loosely related to Amartya Sen's and Martha
Nussbaum's visions of the human capabilities approach to development. It advocates for creating
viable alternatives for sex trafficking victims. Nussbaum articulated four concepts to increase
trafficking victims' capabilities: education for victims and their children, microcredit and
increased employment options, labor unions for low-income women in general, and social
groups that connect women to one another.[164]
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